EDUCATION ¢ OUTCOMES

TERTIARY ATTAINMENT

Theshareofthe populationthathasattained qualifications
at the tertiary level is a key indicator of how well countries
are placed to profit from technological and scientific
progress. Differences between tertiary attainment of
younger and older age groups is a measure of progress in
the provision of higher education.

Definition

For each age group shown, those who have completed
tertiary education are shown as a percentage of all persons
inthatage group.Tertiary educationincludesboth tertiary-
type “A programmes”, which are largely theoretically-
based and designed to provide qualifications for entry
to advanced research programmes and professions
with high skill requirements, as well as tertiary-type
“B programmes” which are classified at the same level
of competencies as tertiary-type A programmes but are
more occupationally-oriented and lead to direct labour

Long-term trends

OECD countries and the Russian Federation have
seen significant increases in the proportion of

the adult population attaining tertiary education
over the last decades. In 2004, for the 25-64 year-

old population, 15 countries out of 30 are grouped
together within a range of 10 points between 23 and
33% of the population having attained the tertiary
level. Three countries are performing remarkably
high: Canada, the Russian Federation and the United
States. Conversely, three countries are significantly
below this average percentage in tertiary attainment
where less than 12% of the population attain tertiary
qualifications: Brazil, Italy and Turkey.

In the youngest age group, 25 to 34 years old,

the OECD country mean for tertiary attainment
increased from 20 to 31% between 1991 and 2004.
In four countries - Canada, Japan, Korea and the
Russian Federation - over 45% of this age group in
2004 obtained a tertiary qualification.

An indication of longer term trends can be
obtained by comparing the current attainment
levels of younger and older age cohorts. For
instance, comparing the tertiary attainment levels
of 25-34 year olds with those of 55-64 year olds
indicates that in Korea, there has been an increase
in tertiary attainment over the past 30 years of
nearly 40 percentage points, some 26 percentage
points higher than the OECD average increase
over this period. In contrast, some OECD countries
(the Czech Republic and Germany) have only seen
increases of less than 3 percentage points over the
same period.
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market access. The tertiary attainment profiles are based
on the percentage of the population aged 25 to 64 that has
completed that level of education.

Comparability

The International Standard Classification of Education
(ISCED-97) is used to define the levels of education.
See the OECD Handbook for Internationally Comparative
Education Statistics for a description of ISCED-97 education
programmes and attainment levels and their mappings
for each country.

Source
* OECD (2006), Education at a Glance, OECD, Paris.

Further information

Analytical publications

¢ Blondal, S,, S. Field and N. Girouard (2002), “Investment
in Human Capital through Upper-Secondary and Tertiary
Education”, OECD Economic Studies, No. 34, 2002/1, OECD,
Paris.

* OECD (2006), Reviews of National Policies for Education,
OECD, Paris.

Methodological publications
* OECD (2004), OECD Handbook for Internationally

Comparative Education Statistics: Concepts, Standards,
Definitions and Classifications, OECD, Paris.

Websites

e OECD Centre for Educational Research and Innovation
(CERI), www.oecd.org/edu/ceri.

e OECD Education at a Glance, www.oecd.org/edu/eag2006.
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EDUCATION » OUTCOMES

TERTIARY ATTAINMENT
Tertiary attainment for age group 25-64
As a percentage of the population of that age group

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 218 . 225 23.1 243 24.8 243 25.4 26.7 275 29.0 308 31.3 30.8
Austria 6.7 6.9 - 7.7 7.9 8.1 106 109 109 139 14.1 145 145 183
Belgium 19.6 20.2 . 223 246 239 25.1 253 26.7 27.4 276 28.1 29.0 29.8
Canada 299 30.8 ; 342 349 356 37.3 38.1 39.2 40.0 416 426 44.0 446
Czech Republic . . . 10.1 106 104 106 104 108 1.0 1.1 1.9 12.0 123
Denmark 18.3 19.2 . 196 204 20.9 . 25.4 265 25.8 265 274 319 324
Finland 25.0 25.9 . 26.8 277 28.4 29.4 30.2 313 32.0 323 326 333 34.0
France 15.2 16.0 17.1 17.8 186 19.2 200 206 215 22.0 23.0 240 234 239
Germany 205 20.1 . 204 22 218 226 23.0 229 235 232 234 24.0 249
Greece . . . 17.9 17.4 189 155 16.8 175 17.6 17.8 183 183 206
Hungary . . . . . 134 122 132 135 14.0 14.0 142 15.4 16.7
Iceland . . . . . 20.8 20.9 21.0 224 23.2 246 26.3 26.3 27.8
Ireland 15.9 17.0 . 186 19.9 226 228 21.1 205 218 237 25.4 263 283
Italy 6.1 6.4 - 75 7.9 8.1 . 8.6 93 9.4 100 104 104 114
Japan . . - - . . 304 304 316 334 338 363 374 374
Korea 14.4 16.1 175 17.8 186 196 19.8 225 231 23.9 25.0 26.0 295 305
Luxembourg . . . . 18.1 19.0 . . 183 18.3 18.1 186 149 229
Mexico . . . . 1.9 132 13.8 136 134 14.6 15.0 15.3 15.4 16.4
Netherlands 196 209 . 214 220 225 . 2.2 226 234 232 244 24.4 293
New Zealand 229 236 - 232 253 . 25.8 26.6 27.0 28.0 292 298 309 253
Norway 248 253 . 274 286 26.9 258 274 275 284 302 310 31.0 31.8
Poland . . . . 9.9 . 102 109 113 1.4 1.9 126 14.2 15.7
Portugal 6.7 . . 10.7 11.0 109 . 8.3 8.7 8.9 9.1 9.3 108 125
Slovak Republic . . . 1.3 111 115 105 10.3 10.1 104 10.9 11.0 118 124
Spain 9.9 13.1 . 15.0 16.1 175 18.6 19.7 21.0 226 236 24.4 25.2 26.4
Sweden 252 25.8 . 27.0 283 274 275 28.0 287 30.1 316 326 334 345
Switzerland 20.3 21.0 . 214 211 219 222 229 236 242 254 25.2 27.0 282
Turkey 6.3 48 . 7.0 8.4 . 7.6 75 8.1 8.3 8.4 9.1 9.7 9.1
United Kingdom 163 185 . 213 219 223 227 237 248 257 26.1 269 28.0 290
United States 30.1 302 - 322 333 339 34.1 349 358 365 373 38.1 38.4 39.1
OECD average 17.9 19.0 . 192 193 20.1 208 207 212 219 226 23.4 24.1 252
Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.8
Russian Federation ® o o o © o o o o o © © o 54.6

StatLink SasPw http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/621864704470

Tertiary attainment for age group 25-64
As a percentage of the population of that age group, 2004 or latest available year
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EDUCATION ¢ OUTCOMES

TERTIARY ATTAINMENT
Tertiary attainment for age group 25-34
As a percentage of the population of that age group
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 22.8 22.8 236 24.7 25.3 25.7 28.1 290 314 335 35.8 363 362
Austria 7.9 79 8.8 8.7 9.2 124 125 127 15.0 14.3 14.8 15.4 203
Belgium 26.8 27.2 30.0 329 322 331 33.8 344 36.0 37.5 37.6 38.9 407
Canada 329 34.2 37.8 393 406 441 455 4638 483 505 51.2 52.8 533
Czech Republic . . 12.5 1.8 1.2 10.9 105 109 1.2 1.3 123 12.1 13.0
Denmark 18.7 195 19.7 203 20.7 - 26.8 28.6 29.3 201 30.6 35.1 349
Finland 333 335 34.1 35.0 352 36.4 360 374 37.6 38.2 392 39.8 380
France 20.1 216 23.1 2.3 254 26.0 27.8 296 309 324 34.2 36.1 374 38.1
Germany 196 18.8 18.7 208 203 21.0 215 215 223 218 217 218 229
Greece 25.0 26.0 28.2 223 243 246 24.3 24.0 241 23.7 246
Hungary 14.3 124 13.9 13.7 14.7 14.8 15.0 16.8 18.9
Iceland . . . . 237 230 2.2 27.6 27.8 265 29.1 29.1 313
Ireland 19.7 21.2 244 27.2 313 325 295 28.1 303 334 363 37.1 404
Italy 6.6 6.8 7.9 8.2 8.3 - 9.0 100 104 1.8 125 125 14.6
Japan 452 454 451 472 477 503 516 516
Korea 21.0 239 26.8 21.7 29.2 306 309 338 348 369 392 412 466 491
Luxembourg . . . . 212 229 234 22.6 18.7 309
Mexico . . . 16.3 17.1 17.3 16.7 16.6 17.4 18.0 18.4 18.7 19.3
Netherlands 222 236 239 245 25.1 . 275 25.1 26.6 265 271.7 27.7 342
New Zealand 232 23.2 21.1 24.2 . 25.4 26.4 26.0 27.2 285 293 324 28.0
Norway 27.1 28.2 30.7 32.1 300 299 328 34.7 34.9 37.9 39.7 398 392
Poland . 9.9 . 103 1.8 123 14.2 15.2 16.8 204 232
Portugal 8.5 13.2 13.5 14.4 - 15 12.2 13.0 14.0 15.0 16.3 18.6
Slovak Republic . . 125 1.6 12.4 104 13 14 1.2 1.9 1.9 13.2 143
Spain 16.3 25 25.2 266 286 303 320 335 341 355 367 375 38.1
Sweden 27.0 265 27.3 28.6 284 293 307 317 336 36.9 392 404 423
Switzerland 213 213 22.0 215 225 247 25.0 25.9 25.6 256 265 294 304
Turkey 6.1 56 6.6 75 . 7.3 78 8.7 8.9 9.1 105 14 108
United Kingdom 18.5 206 23.1 233 243 24.7 25.9 273 28.6 295 312 33.1 346
United States 30.2 30.2 32.0 336 35.2 35.7 36.2 374 38.1 30.1 39.3 38.7 300
OECD average 205 219 22.2 224 238 249 248 253 26.4 27.3 28.4 295 31.0
Brazil 79
Russian Federation ® ® o - 56.1
StatLink s http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/043013130651
Tertiary attainment for age group 25-34
As a percentage of the population of that age group, 2004 or latest available year
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StatLink Sa=Pa http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/454324685224

OECD FACTBOOK 2007 - ISBN 978-92-64-02946-0 - © OECD 2007


http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/043013130651
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/454324685224

EDUCATION e OUTCOMES

TERTIARY ATTAINMENT
Tertiary attainment for age group 55-64
As a percentage of the population of that age group
1991 1992 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 134 14.7 17.2 16.9 17.1 17.0 17.5 19.4 214 225 233 23.0
Austria 38 33 36 42 47 6.3 6.5 65 9.9 10.6 1.0 1.3 14.8
Belgium 8.6 9.2 1.4 13.1 12.7 13.7 13.8 15.7 16.8 17.1 18.2 18.9 20.0
Canada 18.8 19.2 23.0 236 251 24.3 257 27.4 283 301 321 33.8 345
Czech Republic 76 8.3 75 7.9 85 94 9.1 9.3 10.6 10.3 10.2
Denmark 1.9 12.6 13.2 13.8 14.3 . 19.3 19.0 18.2 20.2 24.2 25.9 27.3
Finland 12.2 12.8 13.9 15.5 17.0 17.9 19.3 207 2.7 234 234 24.2 254
France 6.6 73 8.4 8.9 96 105 1.2 124 13.3 14.1 15.2 13.9 144
Germany 16.0 15.7 16.5 17.5 17.5 18.4 19.3 19.4 20.2 20.2 20.6 21.6 22.8
Greece 9.1 7.8 84 75 78 8.4 8.5 9.0 9.7 10.6 1.6
Hungary 8.9 8.5 10.2 1.2 1.8 1.5 12.6 13.8 144
Iceland 95 1.6 10.8 1.3 13.5 14.8 16.7 . 17.4
Ireland 96 104 1.3 11.0 12,6 12.5 1.4 126 13.3 135 144 15.0 15.7
Italy 33 35 42 44 46 . 48 55 55 6.2 6.7 . 72
Japan 13.7 13.2 14.3 154 15.1 18.0 19.2 19.2
Korea 58 5.9 6.7 6.8 6.8 6.5 8.3 85 8.6 8.9 9.1 95 97
Luxembourg 12.0 13.0 13.5 14.4 10.6 15.9
Mexico 44 46 57 49 5.7 7.0 7.2 7.2 76 85
Netherlands 12.2 13.2 14.4 14.2 15.6 . 16.9 16.9 17.7 17.4 18.8 . 236
New Zealand 17.1 17.9 211 . 21.2 23.1 231 24.2 244 26.2 274 19.7
Norway 14.0 14.2 17.7 18.0 16.9 17.5 18.9 18.8 204 215 21.7 21.7 232
Poland 8.2 . 9.1 9.9 104 9.9 10.2 10.5 1.4 122
Portugal 34 56 5.9 6.2 . 47 45 47 49 46 56 6.7
Slovak Republic 7.0 75 7.2 6.1 6.7 6.9 7.8 8.6 8.6 8.9 9.3
Spain 42 5.2 56 6.0 7.1 7.6 8.1 87 9.7 10.3 10.5 11.0 124
Sweden 15.5 16.5 194 20.2 185 19.3 19.9 213 23.0 24 25.2 26.3 27.3
Switzerland 15.5 17.0 16.9 17.4 16.8 16.5 18.0 17.8 18.3 20.2 21.3 21.9 22,0
Turkey 46 1.7 43 5.9 . 46 45 53 5.9 5.9 6.3 7.3 6.6
United Kingdom 10.9 136 15.5 16.2 16.9 16.3 17.2 18.5 18.9 19.1 19.8 20.8 226
United States 21.9 219 236 24.3 25.6 26.2 27.2 28.0 29.7 306 33.2 34.7 36.2
OECD average 10.6 1.6 124 124 12.5 131 13.4 13.9 14.8 15.4 16.4 17.3 17.8
Brazil 3.7
Russian Federation 448
StatLink Sm=m http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/256248743228
Tertiary attainment for age group 55-64
As a percentage of the population of that age group, 2004 or latest available year
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